Environmental Cleanup

Description of Issue

There are significant long-term compliance and waste management problems at the Department’s facilities due to past operations that left risks to the environment.  Even though these issues resulted from earlier activities conducted in a different atmosphere and under less stringent standards than today, the Department is committed to maintaining compliance with current environmental laws and agreements.

Actions Taken & Remaining

The Department continues to make progress in cleaning up contaminated sites.  In FY 2006, three  sites achieved cleanup completion - the Rocky Flats Site in Colorado, , Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory – Main Site in California and the  Kansas City Plant in Missouri.  DOE accepted completion of the Ashtabula and Columbus Sites in Ohio in December 2006 and the Fernald Site in Ohio in January 2007.   Additionally, the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in California will be expected to declare physical completion with the state of California and local community acceptance of required regulatory reports; the site is scheduled to be transferred to the Office of Science beginning in FY 2008.. The Miamisburg Site in Ohio is expected to complete cleanup activities early in FY 2008.  The Sandia National Laboratory in California did not close in FY 2006 due to regulatory delays in completing the final projects: the Mixed Waste Landfill and extra fieldwork at Site 58.   Physical completion of the work is expected at the end of FY 2007.  However, regulatory closure approval is not expected before FY 2009.  Longer term activities within the EM program include treating radioactive liquid waste into a stable form; safely storing nuclear materials; disposing transuranic and low-level waste; and decontaminating and decommissioning excess facilities and remediating the surrounding environment.  

While cleanup progress continues to be made, there have been some setbacks.  Several assumptions made as part of the Accelerated Cleanup initiative have not materialized; new work scope from emerging cleanup requirements has now been identified; and performance of some key projects has been inadequate.  The Department is currently updating these assumptions to reflect known changes in the regulatory and statutory requirements, incorporate changes based on actual program performance and to incorporate technological and acquisition strategies to meet the Department’s long-term environmental commitments.  In addition, EM continues to implement robust project management principles including the refinement and validation of resource-loaded project baselines and senior leadership monitoring of cost and schedule performance.  

Expected Completion

Correction is expected to extend to the out-years with the completion date to be reassessed in FY 2008.

